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Final Report
The Extension education network is being used to facilitate adoption of EERE technologies and practices by citizens in the Pacific Northwest (Washington, Idaho, Oregon, and Alaska), a subset of the Western Region.  The WSU Extension Energy Program is providing technical assistance-consultations for clients of Extension in the Pacific Northwest through the existing EERE Information Center service, in particular for the primary target audience, those interested individuals from local agencies.
State Activities

Alaska:  The University of Alaska Fairbanks, Cooperative Extension Service (CES) has organized a collaborative effort to develop an Alaska Energy Information Portal web-site.  Participating agencies include University of Alaska Cooperative Extension Service, Rural Energy Group of the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA), Alternative Energy and Energy Efficiency Program at the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA) and an Energy Information Specialist for the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC).  A collaborative steering committee developed the design strategies, content options, and potential audiences for this web-based directory of energy sites. The site is linked to the Clearing House Services of the Washington State University Extension Energy Program.  The site has undergone beta testing is now available at http://www.mtaonline.net/~bandb/Energy/index.htm.
CES has developed and coordinated active participation of two state agencies: Alaska Energy Authority and the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC).  AHFC has committed an Energy Information Specialist to serve as the acting content manager for the website.  AEA has committed to assist CES with funding, hosting and maintenance of the website.
The state CES Energy and Housing Specialist (Richard Seifert) has begun advertising the website in a monthly newsletter that reaches over 1600 subscribers and a presentation of the resources available at the site will be made to the Alaska Municipal League in November.

CES is also creating a Rural Energy Extension Program which will be an expansion of existing services.
Idaho:  Extension professionals provided EERE information to a variety of audiences including city councils county commissioners, school districts, hospitals.  An increasing number of presentations have been made especially to county commissioners, economic development, planning and zoning boards, school districts, developers, builders as well as agricultural producers. One hundred forty direct contacts were made.
CES is including energy information is the "Thrifty Living" section for the University of Idaho's Family Economics web page. The targeted audience is families in the Expanded Food and Nutrition Program. The energy section includes "no cost or low cost" ideas for saving energy and money around the home. Topics include saving energy around the home, saving energy in the kitchen, saving energy in the laundry, saving energy in the car, saving energy during the winter, and saving energy during the summer.

There is increasing interest in wind energy as indicated by inquiries from producers who are seeking wanted some base-line information.  County officials and commissioners are also becoming interested in public policy issues related to wind energy.  

An article entitled "Wind Energy:  The Fuel of the Future is Ready Today", which was published in the October 2006 issue of the El-Wyhee Hi-Lites Newspaper.  The newspaper has a distribution of over 7,000 people in Elmore and neighboring counties.  The article included comprehensive information on governmental policies and the mechanics, advantages, and disadvantages of wind energy.  
Oregon:  Extension continues to bring EERE information to a variety of audiences including city and county administrators, school districts, institutes, developers and other groups.  
There is considerable interest developing in solar and wind energy applications.  CES has developed a Mobile Solar Powered Livestock Water project which has been used for demonstration purposes at various locations around the state.  This effort has facilitated increased understanding of processes and considerations in designing solar water pumping projects.  This effort has launched five Mobile Solar Powered Livestock water systems available for rent to livestock producers in Harney County.  

Two focus group sessions were conducted in preparation for Tree School 2007 and received input about a variety of energy topics for possible educational programs for delivery next year.

A number of requests for information have been receive on wind energy including questions regarding sources of wind energy information, preparation of solids and crop systems information for wind developers, cleanliness of towers sites, and general questions about leasing rights contracts.

Washington:  The WSU Energy Extension Program provided information that resulted in 3 new inquiries for assistance from Energy Information Center.  These cases include questions about biomass (2); solar and wind energy (one each).  

Overall Assessment

The project has resulted in increased awareness of EERE information and the need to become more aware of energy issues.  There is considerable interest in these topics in a variety of community and government groups as indicated by the various contacts and presentations that CES personnel have made. There are increased partnerships with state and local agencies as well as the implementation of new energy information resources that are made available through electronic means and in print. 
The Information Center at Washington State University is now tracking a total of 26 cases as resulting from this project.  As with any program of this nature that will always be early adopters; however, it is expected that the project will take some time to mature. That is, there will likely be some lag time between the initial contacts and information/education about EERE is provided until the time that assistance is sought from the Information Center. 
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