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2   2018 WEDA Award of Excellence

California’s Conservation Agriculture Systems 

Innovation (CASI) Center 
University of California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

The Conservation Agriculture Systems Innovation (CASI) Center is a powerful 
force for transformation in California. Since its inception in 1998, it has 
brought together more than 2,200 farmer, private sector, university, NRCS, 
other public agency and environmental group partners to solve economic 
and environmental quality challenges in California’s Central Valley. CASI 
has developed and extended knowledge on improved production practices 
including reduced disturbance tillage and precision irrigation that are more 

stakeholders, CASI has increased adoption of conservation agriculture 
throughout California resulting in reduced diesel fuel use, fugitive dust 
emissions, and crop production costs.  
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Grasshopper IPM Program

University of Wyoming 

completely changed the practice of grasshopper management in North America 

and environmentally acceptable. The program was delivered to 10 western 

extension publications, and demonstrations. Now RAATs is the preferred option 

applied to 6 million acres at a cost of only $1.25/acre and resulted in $14 million 
savings for the state’s agriculturists.  
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Team Members, titles and locations (All University of Wyoming, College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, Department of Ecosystem Science and Management, 

except as noted)
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HEAL MAPPS™ - Healthy Eating Active Living Mapping 

Attributes using Participatory Photographic Surveys
Oregon State University

using Participatory Photographic Surveys) is a community level, 
participatory discovery, learning, and action program developed as 

of weight health. Program activities include 1) photomapping the 

particularly for populations experiencing the greatest weight healthy 
lifestyle barriers.

Name of Oregon State University Team Members, Titles and Locations

Campus: 

County: 
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WEDA Multistate Award

Key Partners, Western Region LGUs and Other LGU Adopters:
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Excellence in Multistate Research

W3008, Biology and Management of Iris Yellow Spot 
Virus (IYSV), Other Diseases, and Thrips in Onions

on 125,000 acres across at least 20 states. Per capita consumption of onions is 

damaged by a spectrum of pests and pathogens. For example, onion thrips 

and seed production. Such fungal and bacterial pathogens as Stemphylium leaf 

powdery mildew, sour skin, slippery skin, center rot, leaf streak, soft rots, and 

regions have abandoned onion farming because of losses caused by one or more 

sustainability of the industry.

Team Members
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W-APS Teaching Excellence

Western Region Award of 
Excellence in College and 
University Teaching in Food and 
Agricultural Sciences

Dr. Ryan Contreras 
Department of Horticulture 
Oregon State University

bachelor’s and master’s degrees from North Carolina State 

2009 where he teaches courses in plant propagation, biology 
of horticulture, and landscape plant materials. His students, 
whether in the classroom or online, gain foundational knowledge 
that supports the breeding and production management of 
horticultural crops which include tree fruits and nuts, small 
fruits such as berries and grapes, and vegetable crops.  

His department head remarked, “He is passionate and 
enthusiastic about his teaching and this is a source of motivation 

students often remark that his courses are among the most 

“His enthusiasm for horticulture has planted a seed of curiosity 
in the minds of many of his students. It has provided a pathway 
to excel, go beyond personal expectations, and keep a positive 
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W-APS Teaching Excellence

Western Region New Teacher 
Award for Excellence in College  
and University Teaching in the  
Food and Agricultural Sciences 

Dr. Rebekah VanWieren 
Department of Plant Sciences  
and Plant Pathology 
Montana State University

an assistant professor in the 

science and master of landscape architecture degrees from the 

since 2011. She teaches courses in the landscape design option 

students. 

learning experiences and environments, one student said, 
“Absolutely one of the best professors I have had. She is always 
available to help and is so enthusiastic about the material! She 
is one of the main reasons I decided to formally change my 



religion, national origin, disability, sexual orientation, age (except for minors), citizenship 
status, military service status, and/or any other status protected by law, in any of its policies, 
procedures, or practices in compliance with Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX 

discriminate because of pregnancy, childbirth or related conditions.
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